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By Matt Heilman

The City of Bel Aire has managed 
to stay afloat despite its land debt, and 
there are positive signs pointing to an 
improving economy. However, selling 
land remains the city’s top priority and 
will be so for the foreseeable future.

With increasingly larger interest 
payments staring Bel Aire’s future in 
the face, the city can’t afford much 
delay in seeing a return on vacant lots.

At the Oct. 19 city council meeting, 
Mayor Harold Smith discussed the 
possibility of Bel Aire hiring a market-
ing professional, brought on with the 
sole purpose of selling land.

Smith acknowledged it was dif-
ficult to think about bringing on more 
burden to the city’s budget, but said 
that having someone dedicated to sell-
ing land could ultimately result in a 
significant payoff for Bel Aire.

The Oct. 19 meeting was an op-
portunity for Smith to fill the coun-
cil in on his thoughts. The primary 
questions regarding how much money 
would be needed to hire someone 
to assist with land sales and where 
money would come from to pay for 
the hire have yet to be answered.

While no formal action was taken 
and there’s likely a lot more discus-
sion necessary before the city would 
hire someone to help sell land, the 
council agreed that Bel Aire must be 
proactive.

Council member Gary Breault said 
the council should do some homework 
and find out how much it would cost 
the city to contract someone to market 
and sell land. Dave Sly agreed that 
contracting would likely be the best 
option if the city finds a way to make 
a hire.

Smith said the city also needs to do 
more planning on debt management. 
Before former Assistant City Manager 
Matt Stiles left his position at City 
Hall, Smith said Stiles did well show-
ing land income and costs as separate 
items in the city budget.

Smith said the city needs to think 
about how it will use proceeds from 
land sales. He pointed out that the 
obvious purpose of land proceeds is to 
pay off interest payments.

However, he said that for interest to 
be reduced, Bel Aire must also pay off 
the principal cost of land.

Smith said Bel Aire needs to 
develop a strategy to determine how 
much land sale proceeds should go 
toward interest payments and how 
much should be dedicated to paying 
off the principal.

Council member Dave Austin said 
that Bel Aire is “at a real crossroads,” 
and voiced support of hiring someone 
dedicated to selling land for the city if 
funds become available.

By The Breeze staff

On Sept. 24, McLouth High 
School football player Trevor 
Roberts suffered a compound 
fracture in his lower left leg dur-
ing a game in Bel Aire against 
Sunrise Christian Academy. 

As a result of the injury, 
Roberts had to have the leg am-
putated just above the knee. To 

show support, a pair of seniors at 
Sunrise is organizing a walk to 
raise money to help Roberts in 
his recovery. 

Kip Wedel and Kayla Beck-
ham are hosting the walk Nov. 
13 at Sunrise, 5500 E. 45th 
North. 

Wedel said registration for the 
walk will start at 8 a.m. 

Wedel said she and Beckham 

initially had planned a walk to 
raise money to help people in 
the African nation of Zambia get 
fresh water, but the focus of the 
event changed when they heard 
of Roberts’ situation. 

“We think it should be a 
pretty good turnout,” Wedel said. 

For more information on the 
walk for Roberts, contact Sunrise 
at 744-9262. 

Council 
may get
help to 
sell land

State and local 
school board 
officials break 
ground on the 
new USD 259 
high school 
and K-8 school 
Oct. 25 at 53rd 
North and Rock 
Road in Bel 
Aire. Part of the 
$370 million 
bond issue, the 
schools are ex-
pected to open 
in 2012.

Students plan fundraiser 
for injured football player

New 
schools

Matt Heilman

City evaluating 
marketing proposals

By Matt Heilman

The City of Bel Aire is ready to cel-
ebrate its 30th birthday, and it has 
plenty to celebrate.

Looking back to Nov. 26, 1980, a lot 
has changed. Pastureland has turned into 
developments and what once was consid-
ered nothing more than a housing develop-
ment on the fringes of Wichita is a viable, 
tax-collecting, self-governing community.

Several individuals who saw Bel Aire 
win a fight for incorporation from the City 
of Wichita in 1980 are still around to talk 
about it today. 

Among the group that played a part in 
shaping Bel Aire’s early history is a pair 
you can find at City Hall — Mayor Harold 
Smith and utilities clerk Betty Martine. 

Smith was a council member on the 
city’s second city council. 

This summer, when discussing Bel 
Aire’s growth, Smith looked back on 
the city’s three-decade history and said 
a sense of community is something city 
leaders “have worked on for a long time.”

While the city’s current financial state 
had some residents thinking it would be 
easier to be part of Wichita before the fi-
nalization of the 2011 budget this summer, 
current city leaders have fought to keep 

that sense of community alive. 
The biggest challenge the council faced 

during the 2011 budget process was find-
ing a way to keep city services without 
drastically raising taxes. 

Restructuring land debt payments, the 
city made it through. While there are a lot 
of difficult decisions ahead for Bel Aire’s 
leaders, the worst may be behind them. 

“There was never really doubt in my 
mind we would keep going,” Martine said. 

Martine has lived in Bel Aire since the 
mid-1970s. She began working part-time 
for the city in 1980 and has held a full-

Bel Aire Mayor Harold Smith has served his current position before. In addition to being one of six mayors in Bel Aire in 30 
years, Smith has served on the city council. 

City’s future is shaped by its past

Bel A re
turns 30

See HISTORY, Page 2

The first Bel Aire council and Mayor Bill Brookhouser stand 
for a photo with former Kansas Attorney General Robert 
Stephan at a Sedgwick County meeting in Derby in 1981. 



time position at City Hall 
since 1983. 

After 27 years as a staple at 
City Hall, Martine announced 
she plans to retire in January. 
Despite current challenges, 
she’s leaving the city in better 
shape than when it started. 

“When the city started, we 
had no money,” Martine said. 
“We had nothing.” 

Despite having “nothing” 
when the city was seeking 
incorporation, she said nearly 
every resident wanted no part 
of being annexed by Wichita. 
The primary reason residents 
didn’t want to be annexed was 
because they didn’t want to 
pay Wichita’s higher property 
tax, Martine said.

She said residents also felt 
they had already forged an 
identity of their own for Bel 
Aire. 

Martine was one of the 
city’s representatives who 
walked around Bel Aire to 
collect signatures on a petition 
against Wichita’s annexation 
plans in 1980. 

“I walked a petition in the 
coldest weather in November 
you can think of,” Martine 
said. 

Despite the petition and 
support from Sedgwick 
County, Bel Aire’s battle with 
Wichita was taken all the way 
to the Kansas Supreme Court 
before the city was awarded 
incorporation. 

“It was the will of the 
people because we wanted 
to keep our past and move 
toward the future,” Martine 
said. “… I don’t recall any-
body that refused to sign my 
petition.” 

Bill Brookhouser, one of 
the longest-living residents 
of Bel Aire, was in on the 
ground floor of the fight for 
incorporation. Brookhouser 
has lived at his home on 

North Woodlawn since 1953. 
He was instrumental in 

working closely with the 
county commission and build-
ing enough of a case for the 
Kansas Supreme Court to 
declare cityhood to Bel Aire. 

For his efforts, Brookhous-
er was elected Bel Aire’s first 
mayor in February 1981. 

The former business owner 
served just one term as mayor 
because, he said, guiding the 
city took away from his cater-
ing business and it wasn’t fair 
to his family. 

“The last thing in the 
world I wanted to do was be a 
politician,” Brookhouser said 
during a July interview. 

As one of Bel Aire’s found-
ing fathers, Brookhouser 
was honored by having a 
park named after him in 
1999. Brookhouser Park is 
located at the corner of North 
Rushwood and East 44th 
North. 

Brookhouser shared a 
50-page report on Bel Aire’s 

history, from the dawn of 
the improvement district in 
the 1950s through its current 
struggles with land debt. 

Martine recalls how in 
the beginning, Bel Aire city 
employees worked out of the 
basement of Sedgwick County 
Fire Station No. 37. The coun-
cil also met at the station. 

Martine said council meet-
ings had to conclude by 10 
p.m. so firefighters could go 
to bed. The city also depended 
on well water. 

With better drinking water, 
a rec center, a large city hall, 
fully staffed police force and 
continued expansion, Smith 
said he’s pleased with the 
state of his community apart 
from debt on about 1,600 
acres of undeveloped land.

The land was purchased 
with optimism in 2002. 
Through the 1990s, Bel Aire 
witnessed major growth, more 
than doubling in size from 
1990 to 1998. 

“I think the city has come 
a long way,” Smith said. 
“Through trial and error, be-
sides the debt, I think we’ve 
got things moving in the right 
direction.”

There is nothing new to re-
port on city-owned land. There 
are, however, several possible 
sales being discussed. Also, 
we sent out several request for 
proposals on marketing the 
land. The proposals received 
are now being studied. I get 
the feeling that some folks are 
waiting until after the elec-
tion to proceed on any major 
development plans. 

The school district had a 
groundbreaking celebration 
for the new high school and 
K-8 school in Bel Aire. They 
pointed out that it has been 
30 years since their last high 
school was built. They also 
project a lot of residential 
growth in the northeast part 
of their district (Kechi and 
Bel Aire). Both schools are 
scheduled to open in the fall 
of 2012. There has already 
been a lot of dirt moved at 
both locations. The school’s 
boundaries and the name of 
the schools have not yet been 
decided.  

I am often asked how many 
employees we have in Bel 
Aire and what their jobs are. 
This month, I will discuss 
the administrative staff at 
City Hall. City manager is 
Ty Lasher. City clerk is Vicki 
Bradford. Treasurer is Chris 
Yoho. Utility clerk is Betty 
Martine. Building inspector is 
Keith Price. Financial director 
is Michelle Meyer. Court clerk 
is Kellie Barker. Customer 
service is Jamie Hayes. Part-
time administrative assistant is 
Rebecca Meyer. Part-time ac-
counting clerk is Stacey Cook. 

I hope this will help you 
get acquainted and direct you 
to the right person to answer 
your questions.
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By Harold Smith
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Growth 
projected 
with new 
schools

• Stress Reduction
• Headaches
• Chronic Aches & pains
• Neck & Shoulder Stress

Lose 2-5 lbs per week safely with Take 
Shape for Life. Visit www.jacki.TSFL.com

Therapeutic Massage 

Helps with:

10+ years experience

Dreaming 
to be different 

There is an odd group 
of folks from all economic 
classes, races and under-
standings of God that gather 
as a community of God on 
Sunday mornings. The peo-
ple at Kechi United Meth-
odist Church are different. 
They not only go to church 
but you can see in their daily 
lives that they have some 
peculiar ways. They take se-
riously their time alone with 
God, and they are so full 
of Christ that they love and 
serve others, even those who 
don’t love them in return. I 
am beginning to believe that 
the people of Kechi UMC 
are not of this world but liv-
ing in the kingdom of God 
every day.

People come to this 
church community to be 
healed and to experience 
abundant life. Some of the 
people entered the commu-
nity brokenhearted and dis-
couraged; they came to find 
hope and God’s love. And 
they were welcomed and 
warmly embraced. All the 
folks have experienced pov-
erty of some kind — eco-
nomic, spiritual or emotional 
— and it is in the broken 
places that they allow God 
to begin to transform their 
lives.

This is a community led 
by the Holy Spirit, where 
people are maladjusted to 
this world. They are students 
of Jesus who genuinely try 
to show God’s love in every 
encounter with others. They 
have let go of fear, worry, 
greed, hate and racism and 
see Christ in everyone they 
encounter and serve. 

Kechi UMC is a good 
and beautiful community. 
Check our website at www.
kechiumc.org for up-to-
date ministry opportunities 
or call 744-1221 for more 
information. Pastor Guy E. 
Rendoff can reached at 650-
2549.

— Sheila O’Connor, 
church program coor-
dinator, Kechi United 

Methodist Church

A tale of 
two cities

Are there two cities 
named Bel Aire, Kan.? I 
know there is a Bel Aire 
that our family calls home.  
There must also be another 
Bel Aire. Each month in the 
“Mayor’s corner” column 
there is also a Bel Aire with 
a dismal outlook whose 
future is totally dependent 
on land sales. These monthly 
reports cast a dismal, nega-
tive tone on any future for 
Bel Aire. Where are the posi-
tives about this Bel Aire?

My family moved from 
Wichita to Bel Aire in 2000.  
We found Bel Aire to be 
appealing and a nice quiet 
community to raise our fam-
ily. We found out after we 
moved in that Bel Aire was 
not immune from challenges. 
It also became apparent 
that the City of Wichita and 
some of its elected officials 
wanted very much to engulf 
and devour Bel Aire. It was 
clear that Wichita wanted to 
surround and choke Bel Aire 
as it did Eastborough. This 
was to prohibit any future 
growth of Bel Aire. This 
bothered me.

After attending some Bel 
Aire City Council meetings, 
I ran for city council. I was 
elected and served from 
2001 to 2005. It was then I 
saw first-hand the dilemma 
that perplexed Bel Aire. 
With Wichita limiting our 
water and sewer services, 
Bel Aire could no longer 
expand. If Bel Aire did not 
expand, it would be sur-
rounded by Wichita in short 
order. 

Your elected officials 
sought many ways to expand 
the Bel Aire boundaries and 
to keep Wichita from annex-
ing the available land sur-
rounding Bel Aire. The only 
alternative at that time was 
to create a water and sewer 
source and to purchase land. 
At that time, the Chisholm 
Creek Utility Authority was 
formed in partnership with 
Park City. Bel Aire also be-
gan purchasing land. It was a 
difficult decision. However, 
once it was made it was ob-
viously the correct decision. 

With the information I had 
back in 2001, I would make 
the same decision today. I 
personally have lost no sleep 
on this decision.

Bel Aire began acquiring 
land through the Chisholm 
Creek Development Author-
ity LLC, a public-private 
partnership. Since then we 
have Central Park with new 
homes and developments 
and a new city hall. We have 
businesses that have relo-
cated to Bel Aire. We have 
a new elementary school 
and new high school. These 
indicate an exciting future 
for Bel Aire.

If you elect good people, 
you become self-insured at 
no extra cost. What your 
elected officials do to the 
residents of Bel Aire in-
cludes them too. What they 
do to us, they do to their 
family, home, neighbors, 
taxes, etc.

I remain grateful for 
the leadership Mayor Gary 
O’Neal and the Bel Aire City 
Council from 2001 to 2005.  
They charted a course for 
Bel Aire and took the city to 
the next level. These deci-
sions forged out a future of 
progress for our city. These 
years were a turning point 
in the positive direction for 
our city we call home. These 
tough decisions continue to 
show they were the correct 
decisions, and Bel Aire’s 
future looks bright.

Back to two different Bel 
Aire cities. I see one Bel 
Aire that is thriving and 
growing. It is a place where 
residents feel secure. Law 
enforcement is moments 
away when needed. Crime 
is almost non-existent. It is 
a place where water bills are 
now under control. It is a 
city where many call home 
and few leave to move else-
where in Sedgwick County. 
It is a city with infrastructure 
and a plan for the future. It 
is a city that we proudly call 
home!  

This other Bel Aire I 
read about monthly in the 
“Mayor’s corner.” Its future 
is totally hinged on selling 
city-owned land at all costs, 
even a loss. Each month, the 
“Mayor’s corner” in The Bel 
Aire Breeze paints a picture 
of gloom and doom. Bel Aire 

is portrayed as a city that is 
ready to throw in the towel 
and surrender to Wichita. 
If we are observed as a city 
with a dismal outlook, how 
will we sell land? If we were 
truly in a financial challenge, 
a fire sale of land would not 
remedy the problem. I sug-
gest it will make it worse. 
If one is truly concerned 
about land sales, one should 
work to portray an image 
that is upbeat and market Bel 
Aire as a place with a bright 
future. Our words in public 
media should make outsiders 
want to come in and insiders 
want to stay in Bel Aire. I 
ask, “Is the glass half full or 
half empty?”

Selling our land is not the 
solution. So far, we have not 
lost a dime with any of our 
land acquisition and resale. 
I am told that the money 
is there to make our next 
payment. I see new develop-
ments in Central Park. I see 
a new high school at 53rd 
North and Rock. We do have 
a future. We would not have 
this future if we did not own 
land and have enough water 
to service our residents.

Thank goodness for our 
other elected officials who 
live in my Bel Aire, a city 
with a bright future. I am 
grateful they too want to 
maintain the City of Bel Aire 
and not concede to Wichita. 
They do not live and serve in 
a Bel Aire where there is no 
hope unless we sell our land.

We must continue to care-
fully manage our land. I feel 
the majority of our elected 
officials and our city admin-
istrator and staff share my 
opinion. I placed my trust in 
them and continue to support 
them as they plan out our fu-
ture. I want to publicly thank 
them for their watchful eye 
and direction as Bel Aire 
carefully moves forward 
with our city-owned land. I 
believe the majority can see 
past the next 30 days and see 
our bright future.

I am requesting our five 
elected city council mem-
bers to give their personal 
thoughts of the land and the 
general future of Bel Aire 
in future Bel Aire Breeze 
issues.

— Mark Shelly, Bel Aire

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

On June 30, the Sedgwick 
County Commission made a 
wise move to pledge support 
for the Kansas Pavilions at the 
Kansas Coliseum complex. We 
appreciate the commission’s 
support for the important 
agricultural sector of Sedgwick 
County, at times hidden in the 
shadow of aircraft manufactur-
ing, the lifeblood of Wichita’s 
economy.

On that final day of June, 
the commission unanimously 
agreed to keep the pavilions 
open through 2016 and ap-
proved $432,129 in upgrades. 
We heard all the right things 
from commissioners regarding 
their appreciation for agriculture.

Our hope is that the commis-
sion continues to support the 
coliseum complex as a whole 
and finds a way to keep Britt 
Brown Arena from collecting 
mothballs. Regardless of who 
sits on the commission come 
January, we hope our county’s 
leaders don’t forget about the 
old barn. We think a wise option 
would be for the county to look 
at selling Britt Brown Arena to a 
private developer who has what 
it takes to get the most out of the 
facility. 

We accept the role of Intrust 
Bank Arena, but that’s not an 
excuse to abandon Britt Brown, 
when its revitalization would 
mean so much to many north 
Sedgwick County residents.

Right now, having the pa-
vilions open with the adjacent 
arena closed doesn’t feel right. 
It’s like having the big slide at 
a water park shutoff from the 
public, which is confined to cool 
off in a nearby wave pool.

— The Bel Aire Breeze

Include 
arena with 
coliseum 
support

Kechi resident with 
four  Microsoft 

certifications. Home or 
pick-up repairs. 

316-990-1999. Usually 
$50 plus parts. Includes 
FREE Antivirus for life! 
CALL FOR FREE advice! 

I Will Fix Your 
Computer!

Continued from Page 1

History Celebrating 30 years
Plans to celebrate Bel Aire’s 30th birthday are still in the 

works. One of the plans is for a commemorative square to be 
built near City Hall, made of bricks with short messages or 
names on them. 

Bel Aire City Administrator Ty Lasher said the bricks would 
be stacked at the east roundabout, leading up to City Hall. 

Lasher said residents can purchase a commemorative brick 
by calling City Hall at 744-2451. Residents have until January 
to purchase a brick to be part of the 30th anniversary proj-
ect, called “The commemorative brick project.”



Activities are held at 4551 N. Auburn unless otherwise noted. Those 55-plus are welcome to participate. 
For information on programs and services for seniors, contact Vicki Shepard, Tri-City Senior Director, at 
744-1199. The club is self-governed and activities benefit all participating seniors. 

• Free computer class Monday 10:00 AM Park City Senior Center
• Free Line Dance lessons Wednesday 2:30 PM Park City Senior Center
• Square Dance Lessons and Dancing 6:30 PM every Thursday (except 3rd Thursday of the month)   
 Park City Senior Center

Tuesday November 2,  8:30 AM Breakfast at Jimmies Egg E. 21st & Rock Road 
Monday November 8,  10:00 AM Board meeting
                                       11:30 Lunch Chili’s Greenwich Rd and 21st in front of Target
Wednesday November 17, 10:00 AM Men’s Coffee Braums
Wednesday November 17, 2:00 PM Ladies Tea/Coffee at Jimmies Diner
   Please bring non-perishable food items to dinner meeting for Park City  
   Food Pantry
Monday November 22,  6:00 PM Covered Dish Dinner & Meeting 
             Hosts:  Help Needed
                                             Program: Denise Neil with the Wichita Eagle

Reservations for Christmas Catered Dinner need to be made by calling Vicki at 744-1199 no later 
than November 30th

For information on senior activities or resources contact Tri-City Senior Director Vicki Shepard at 
744-1199
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City of  Bel Aire

All events are held at the Bel Aire Senior Center, 7651 E. Central Park Ave.,
unless otherwise noted and are for ALL SENIORS living in or near Bel Aire. 

The center is open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and has library books to check out, 
places to study or do research and computers for use.

For more information about the center and its activities, contact Rick Eberhard, Senior Director, at 
either 744-2451, extension 121, or reberhard@belaireks.gov. Officer hours are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 

Monday through Friday (Excluding holidays, special events or senior-related meetings.)

Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in Sedgwick County

Sr. Walking Every weekday, 8 to 9 a.m., Bel Aire Rec Center
Bridge Every Tuesday, 1 p.m.
Aerobics Every Wednesday, 10 a.m.
Wii time By request or when the senior center is available.

Bel Aire Senior Center

Nov. 1,  6:30 p.m. Monthly Potluck Dinner and Senior Meeting. Bring one food dish (serves 8)  
 to share with others and your own table service. Drinks are provided. All area  
                                      Veteran’s will be honored for Veterans Day 2010. Come enjoy a patriotic and  
 musical video presentation to help pay tribute to all branches of the Armed 
 Service. The public is always invited. Complimentary US flags will be available  
 to all guests.  
Nov. 2   General Election Day. Get out and vote. 
Nov. 3,  6:30 p.m.  Senior Advisory Board Meeting in Sr. Center (open meeting).  
Nov. 5,  9 a.m. Senior Breakfast @ Subway Sandwich Shop, 3233 N. Rock Rd.
Nov. 8,  7 p.m. Central Park HOA Meeting at the Sr. Center.
Nov. 9,  10 a.m. NEW. Basic Computer Class at the Sr. Center. Come learn the basics of the   
 internet, email, virus and spyware protection for your computer, plus Q & A  
 time. Register in advance with Senior Director at 744-2451 ext. 121 Free to   
 Seniors. 
Nov. 10,  12 p.m. Bel Aire Lions Club lunch & meeting at the Senior Center. Visitors invited but  
 RSVP in advance with the Senior Director if you want lunch. 
Nov. 11   Veterans Day 2010. Show your appreciation and invite a Veteran to breakfast,  
 lunch or supper and say thanks. 
Nov. 12,  9 a.m.  Senior Breakfast at Subway Sandwich Shop, 3233 N. Rock Rd. 
Nov. 13, 11 a.m.    Senior Red Hat Society “Bingo Games” at the Senior Center, bring a covered  
 dish and a wrapped white elephant gift. RSVP to Sue at 634-2770 or Carolyn at  
 744-2313. 
Nov. 19,  9 a.m. Senior Breakfast at Subway Sandwich Shop, 3233 N. Rock Rd.  
               6 p.m. Holiday Special. Sign up early to join other seniors going to the Mosley Street  
 Melodrama in Old Town in Wichita and see “Wyatt Earp Meets Little Richard  
 Simmons at the OK Corral”. RSVP by 11-12-10 to Sr. Director’s Office. Mail a  
 check for $23 pp which includes dinner and a show to Senior Director ASAP. 
Nov. 23,  10 a.m. New. 2nd Computer Class at the Sr. Center. Come learn how to tell if it’s time  
 to upgrade your computer. Do you need to buy a new PC or go to a wireless  
 system or use a mouse. What about Windows XP vs. Windows 7? Plus Q&A  
 time. Register in advance with the Senior Director at 744-2451 ext. 121. Free to  
 seniors.
Nov. 24,  12 p.m. Bel Aire Lions Club lunch and meeting at the Senior Center. Visitors always  
 invited.  
Nov. 25 & 26    City Hall and Senior Center closed for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Special Christmas Light Tour: On Sunday Dec 5 at 8 p.m. on a Charters River City Trolley. Cost $15 
pp. Mail check ASAP to Senior Director’s Office to reserve your space and get more details. (Only 28 

seats available on a trolley).
Senior Center Cookbooks on sale soon. Only $10 a book. These books will be on sale soon with the 

best recipes from fellow seniors, family members and friends. Purchase one or more for a Christmas gift 
today.

Stop by Senior Director’s office or Sr. Center to get application for “30 year Celebration Brick Project”. 
Applications and information will also be available on Nov. 1 at the monthly Potluck Dinner registration 

table. (Cost)

Bel Aire Senior Club

Notes from 
City Hall

30th Anniversary Brick 
Project

This year marks Bel 
Aire’s 30th Anniversary 
as an incorporated city.  
In honor of this special 
period in our history, 
the City of Bel Aire 
will be coordinating a 
commemorative brick 
square near City Hall. 
Engraved bricks will be 
used in the square and 
citizens will have the 
opportunity to purchase 
bricks with personalized 
inscriptions. To purchase 

a brick fill out a purchase 
form and send to:
City of Bel Aire
ATTN: Rebecca Meyer
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
Bel Aire, KS 67226
Or visit:http://www.
belaireks.gov/
AnniversaryBrickProject.
cfm

New Utility Bill Format

The Utility Department 
will begin sending out bills 
in a new format starting 
in January 2011. Utility 
bills will be sent in full 

page sealed letter format 
instead of the current 
postcard formatting. Do not 
discard any letters from the 
City without opening and 
reading the information.  

Volunteers for City Boards

The City Council is 
always looking for citizens 
who want to impact the 
community by volunteering 
on one of the City Boards.  
Interested citizens should 
contact a member of the 
City Council or the Mayor.  

5251 E. 48th North • www.belaireks.gov • 744-2700
Mon., Tue., & Thur. 8-8 • Wed. & Fri. 8-7 • Sat. 9-3

Bel Aire Recreation

BOYS BASKETBALL – For boys ages 5-11. 
Registration deadline for Residents is November 
19. Non-Residents may sign up on November 20 
as space allows. 

MAXIMIZE BASKETBALL CLINIC – Bel 
Aire Recreation has partnered with Brent Atwater, 
a former collegiate player and coach, to bring you 
this boy’s basketball clinic. Atwater’s programs 
stress the fundamentals of basketball which make 
them perfect for kids of all ages and skill levels. 
This clinic will be for boys ages 5-11 and will be 
held on Saturday, December 18 from 1:00-4:00 at 
the Rec. Center.

TURKEY SHOOTOUT – What better way to 
celebrate Thanksgiving than a Free Throw Contest? 
We’ll have age groups for boys and girls from 5-
18 years old. The goal height and free throw line 
will be adjusted to accommodate each age group. 
Registration deadline is November 13. The 
contest will take place on Saturday, November 20 
after the girl’s basketball games.

ZUMBA - ZUMBA is coming to Bel 

Aire Recreation Center! This is a Latin-inspired, 
dance-fitness class that incorporates Latin and 
international music and dance movements, 
creating a dynamic, exciting, exhilarating, and 
effective fitness system. A ZUMBA class known as 
a ZUMBA Fitness-Party combines fast and slow 
rhythms that tone and sculpt the body using an 
aerobic/fitness approach to achieve a unique 
blended balance of cardio and muscle-toning 
benefits. Classes are held on Tuesdays from 6:00-
7:00 pm.

TAEKWONDO - We are accepting registrations 
for ages 5 & up.  Classes meet on Monday & 
Friday from 5:00-6:00 pm or Tuesday & Thursday 
from 7:10-8:10 pm.  These are great classes for 
beginners to black belts.

YOGA - Classes are held on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 6:10 pm. You provide your own 
yoga mat.

For more information on these or any Bel Aire 
Recreation Programs call 744-2700.

November
Nov. 2: Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 3: Chamber Meeting, 12:00 noon
Nov. 3: Municipal Court, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 8: REAP Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Nov. 9: Water Board, 2:30 p.m.
Nov. 11: Planning Commission, 6:00 p.m.
Nov. 13: SCAC Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
Nov. 16: Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 18: Municipal Court, 13:30 p.m.
Nov. 22: CCUA Meeting, 4:00 p.m.
Nov. 22: Tree Board, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 25: Thanksgiving, Offices Closed 
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving, Offices Closed

City of Bel Aire 
Upcoming Events



Oct. 14 – Officer McGuire as-
sisted the Sedgwick County Sheriff’s 
Office in the 3200 block of North 
Greenwich.

Oct. 14 – Officer Swanson as-
sisted EMS in the 4100 block of North 
Parkwood.

Oct. 14 – Officer Swanson re-
sponded to a vehicle accident in the 
5800 block of East 47th North.

Oct. 14 – Sgt. Spencer respond-
ed to a vehicle accident in the 4700 
block of Farmstead.

Oct. 14 – Officer Foxx found 
property in the 6000 block of East 
Clarendon.

Oct. 13 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Roderick E. Banks on a 
charge of driving with a suspended 
license in the 4900 block of North 
Woodlawn.

Oct. 13 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Jessica Bullock on a charge 
of driving with a suspended license in 
the 5500 block of East 37th North.

Oct. 13 – Officer Foxx responded 
to the report of a suspicious charac-
ter in the 4800 block of East 48th 
North.

Oct. 12 – Sgt. Spencer found 
property at 7651 E. Central Park 
Ave.

Oct. 12 – Sgt. Griggs arrested 
Vince M. Knacksteadt on a charge of 
driving with a suspended license in 
the 5700 block of East 37th North.

Oct. 11 – Officer McGuire re-
sponded to the report of a public 
nuisance in the 3900 block of North 
Parkwood.

Oct. 11 – Officer McGuire ar-
rested Jerry D. Brown on charges of 
simple assault and resisting arrest in 
the 4900 block of North Woodlawn.

Oct. 11 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Jerry A. Downy on a charge 
of driving with a suspended license in 
the 6000 block of East 53rd North.

Oct. 11 – Officer Toomey as-
sisted EMS in the 5700 block of East 
Kenawee.  

Oct. 10 – Officer McGuire re-
sponded to the report of a suspicious 
character in the 4300 block of North 
Woodlawn.

Oct. 10 – Officer Swanson re-
sponded to an alarm in the 4200 
block of North St. James Court. 

Oct. 10 – Officer Swanson re-
sponded to a vehicle accident at 
Perryton and Woodlawn.

Oct. 10 – Officer Hutton re-
sponded to a disturbance in the 6100 
block of East Danbury.

Oct. 9 – Officer Foxx issued traf-
fic citations in the 5800 block of East 
45th North.

Oct. 8 – Officer Steele responded 
to the report of a suspicious charac-
ter at 49th Street North and Farm-
stead.

Oct. 7 – Officer McGuire re-
sponded to the report of a larceny 
in the 6700 block of East 45th Street 
North.  

Oct. 7 – Officer Foxx assisted the 
sheriff’s office at 3500 N. Woodlawn. 

Oct. 7 – Sgt. Griggs assisted the 
Wichita Police Department in the 
3700 block of North Woodlawn.

Oct. 6 – Lt. Enterkin responded 
to an alarm in the 4500 block of 
North Woodlawn.

Oct. 5 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Fredric A. Crabtree II on a 

charge of driving with a suspended 
license in the 5500 block of East 37th 
North.

Oct. 5 – Officer Brandewiede ar-
rested Calvin D. Dotson on a charge 
of possession of illegal narcotics in 
the 4800 block of North Woodlawn.

Oct. 4 – Officer McGuire assisted 
the sheriff’s office in the 9900 block 
of North 79th North.

Oct. 4 – Officer McGuire arrested 
Alvaro Osorim-Garcia on a charge of 
driving with a suspended license in 
the 5000 block of North Woodlawn.

Oct. 4 – Officer Swanson re-
sponded to a vehicle accident in the 
5500 block of East 45th North.

Oct. 4 – Officer Hutton respond-
ed to the report of a larceny in the 
4400 block of North St. James Place.

Oct. 4 – Officer Toomey checked 
the welfare of a person in the 6400 
block of East Rodeo.

Oct. 3 – Officer Brandewiede 
issued a traffic citation in the 3800 
block of North Oliver.

Oct. 3 – Officer Hutton assisted 
EMS in the 4300 block of North Au-
burn.

Oct. 2 – Officer Brandewiede 
responded to the request for a civil 
standby in the 3800 block of North 
Hillcrest.

Oct. 2 – Officer Foxx assisted 
EMS in the 4500 block of North St. 
James.

Oct. 2 – Officer Foxx arrested Mi-
chael L. Goodson on a charge of DUI 
and on a Sedgwick County bench 
warrant. 

Oct. 1 – Officer McGuire respond-
ed to a vehicle accident in the 6400 
block of East Central Park Avenue. 

Oct. 1 – Officer McCaslin re-
sponded to the report of a suspicious 
character in the 4200 block of North 
Westlake. 

Sept. 30 – Officer McGuire ar-
rested Matthew S. McCormick on 
a City of Wichita bench warrant at 
5800 E. 37th North. 

Sept. 30 – Officer Swanson ar-
rested Jason A. Friese on a charge of 
possession of marijuana in the 4400 
block of North Webb. 

Sept. 29 – Officer McGuire ar-
rested Michael T. O’Toole on a charge 
of driving with a suspended license 
in the 4400 block of North Oliver.

Sept. 29 – Officer Hazelwood 
responded to a larceny in the 4800 
block of North Battin.

Sept. 29 – Officer Swanson re-
sponded to an alarm in the 3800 
block of North Hillcrest. 

Sept. 29 – Officer Foxx checked 
the welfare of a person in the 4500 
block of North Woodlow.

Sept. 28 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Dian P. Ingram on a charge 
of driving with a suspended license 
in the 4900 block of North Oliver.

Sept. 28 – Officer Brandewiede 
checked the welfare of a person in 
the 6000 block of East Danbury.

Sept. 28 – Officer Swanson re-
sponded to a larceny in the 6300 
block of East Quail Ridge.

Sept. 28 – Officer Hazelwood 
responded to an alarm in the 3800 
block of North Hillcrest.

Sept. 27 – Officer McGuire re-
sponded to a vehicle accident at 45th 
North and Edgemoor.

Sept. 27 – Officer Brandewiede 

assisted the Rose Hill Police Depart-
ment in the 4800 block of East 37th 
North.

Sept. 27 – Officer Hutton re-
sponded to the report of a public 
nuisance in the 4400 block of North 
Rushwood Court.

Sept. 26 – Officer Swanson re-
sponded to the report of lost prop-
erty in the 4400 block of North 
Janesville.

Sept. 26 – Officer Steele ar-
rested James St. Clair on a charge of 
driving with a suspended license in 
the 5300 block of North Woodlawn.

Sept. 25 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested James W. Greathouse on a 
charge of driving with a suspended 
license in the 6100 block of North 
Rock Road.

Sept. 24 – Officer McGuire ar-
rested Rhiana C. Sowell on a charge 
of driving with a suspended license in 
the 5500 block of East 45th North.

Sept. 24 – Detective Pentecost 
assisted the sheriff’s office in the 
12000 block of East 53rd. 

Sept. 24 – Sgt. Spencer assisted 
the fire department in the 4300 block 
of North Woodlawn.

Sept. 24 – Sgt. Spencer re-
sponded to an alarm in the 6300 
block of East 37th North.

Sept. 24 – Officer McGuire re-
sponded to an occupational acci-
dent in the 5500 block of East 45th 
North.

Sept. 23 – Officer McGuire 
responded to a motor vehicle ac-
cident in the 3700 block of North 
Woodlawn. 

Sept. 23 – Officer Swanson as-
sisted the sheriff’s office in the 200 
block of West Central in Greenwich.

Sept. 23 – Officer McCaslin as-
sisted the Kechi Police Department in 
the 300 block of Cheyenne.

Sept. 23 – Sgt. Griggs assisted 
the Wichita Police Department in the 
3700 block of North Woodlawn. 

Sept. 23 – Officer Steele ar-
rested on a charge of driving with a 
suspended license in the 5800 block 
of East 37th North.

Sept. 22 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Eugene L. Gastil on City of 
Wichita and Cowley County warrants 
at 37th North and Cozy Drive. 

Sept. 22 – Sgt. Spencer arrested 
Jason B. Smith on a charge of driving 

with a suspended license in the 5000 
block of North Oliver.

Sept. 22 — Officer McCaslin 
provided a civil standby in the 4300 
block of North Rushwood Court. 

Sept. 22 – Officer Foxx respond-
ed to a trash dump in the 8900 block 
of East 53rd North.

Sept. 22 – Officer Foxx respond-
ed to an alarm in the 4600 block of 
North Krueger.

Sept. 21 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Patrick J. Shea Jr. on a 
charge of possession of narcotics in 
the 5100 block of East 39th North.

Sept. 21 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Edward J. Vulgamore on 
a Sedgwick County warrant in the 
5100 block of East 39th North.

Sept. 21 – Detective Pentecost 
arrested Gerrod D. Ackerman on a 
charge of driving with a suspended 
license in the 3900 block of North 
Woodlawn. 

Sept. 21 – Officer Hazelwood 
responded to a larceny in the 4400 
block of North Gunnison.

Sept. 21 – Officer Hazelwood as-
sisted the fire department in the 4400 
block of North Eagle Lake Drive. 

Sept. 21 – Officer Foxx respond-
ed to the report of a suspicious per-
son in the 4500 block of North Frit-
tilary.

Sept. 20 – Officer Brandewiede 
responded to a vandalism in the 
4900 block of Highland. 

Sept. 19 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Jacob Lee Cox on a charge 
of driving with a suspended license in 
the 5000 block of East 53rd North.

Sept. 19 – Officer Brandewiede 
arrested Eric Scott Wendt on a 
charge of possession of narcotics in 
the 4500 block of North Woodlawn.

Sept. 19 – Officer Hutton ar-
rested Collin G. Clark on a charge of 
driving with a suspended license at 
39th and Woodlawn.

Sept. 19 – Officer Swanson 
responded to a disturbance in the 
4400 block of East Janesville.

Sept. 19 – Officer Brandewiede 
assisted the Newton Police Depart-
ment at mile marker 29 on I-135.

Sept. 18 – Officer McGuire re-
sponded to a vehicle accident in the 
4200 block of North Edgemoor.

Sept. 18 – Officer McGuire ar-
rested Whitney L. Jennings on a 

charge of DUI in the 4200 block of 
North Edgemoor. 

Sept. 18 – Officer McCaslin re-
sponded to an alarm in the 4100 
block of North Woodlawn. 

Sept. 18 – Officer McCaslin as-
sisted the fire department in the 
6600 block of East 44th North.

Sept. 18 – Officer Foxx arrested 
Alex Wade Schmidt on a charge of 
DUI in the 4600 block of North Rock 
Road.

Sept. 17 – Officer McGuire as-
sisted the fire department at 39th 
North and Auburn.

Sept. 16 – Detective Pentecost 
arrested John G. Reed-Basks on a 
Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Office 
felony warrant in the 2400 block of 
East Ellen.

Sept. 16 – Officer Steele ar-
rested Ernie L. McCart on a charge 
of driving with a suspended license 
at 53rd North and Oliver.

Sept. 16 – Officer Foxx assisted 
Park City Police Department in the 
6200 block of North Broadway.

Sept. 15 – Detective Pentecost 

responded to the report of a suspi-
cious person in the 4800 block of Elk 
Creek.

Sept. 15 – Officer Brandewiede 
responded to a vehicle accident in 
the 3700 block of North Oliver.

Sept. 15 – Detective Pentecost 
responded to a forgery in the 4300 
block of North Country Lane. 

Sept. 15 – Officer Swanson 
responded to a vehicle accident in 
the 4900 block of North Parkhurst 
Court. 

Sept. 15 – Officer Foxx assisted 
the Wichita Police Department in the 
3700 block of North Woodlawn.

Sept. 15 – Officer Foxx issued a 
traffic violation in the 4300 block of 
North Woodlawn.

Sept. 14 – Officer Hazelwood 
arrested Arlene K. Flores on a charge 
of driving with a suspended license in 
the 4800 block of North Woodlawn.

Sept. 14 – Officer Foxx re-
sponded to the report of a suspi-
cious person in the 5600 block of 
East Denise.
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POLICE REPORTS

Mae McKinney Salon
Located at Sola Salon Studios

7724 E. 37th No. / Studio 314 / Wichita, KS 67226
2 for 1 haircuts

21 years experience
Mention ad for details

Family Hair Care
Call Mae for appointments
at 316.409.4440 (Tuesday thru Saturday)

85th North

Now offering two new homes:
• 1501 Fallbrook ~ $249,900

• 8843 Red Cedar Lane ~ $259,900
(wheelchair accessible)

Or we can build to suit!

Arletha Farrell
(316) 636-2323 
(316) 755-0855

(1/2 mile north of 85th)

Valley Center School 
District

and Hydraulic 

�������������������������
������������������������������������

Complete Auto Service
Foreign & Domestic

Cars, Pickups & Vans

����������������������������������
������������������������
�����������������������

ASE Master Technician
Over 25 years experience

HOURS

��

 7:30 am to 6 pm Mon-Fri 
8 am to 6 pm Saturday

316-755-1007 

24 Hour Tow Service
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10% OFF
SPIRITS

Game Time Wine & Spirits. 
Excludes Sales & EDLP Items. 
Valid w/coupon only. Not valid 

w/other offers. 
Exp. 12-05-10

20% OFF
WINE

Game Time Wine & Spirits. 
Excludes Sales & EDLP Items. 
Valid w/coupon only. Not valid 

w/other offers. 
Exp. 12-05-10

$5 OFF
Min. Purchase $25

Game Time Wine & Spirits. Excludes Sales & EDLP Items. 
Valid w/coupon only. Not valid w/other offers. Exp. 12-05-10

Mon - Sat 9am-11pm Sun Noon-8pm
Wine Day every Wednesday 20% off regular 
priced wine and Micro Monday 10% off regu-

lar priced Micro Brew or Imported beer

10% military 
and senior 
discount

EVERY DAY

7718 E. 37th St. North 
������������������������������������

������������

Game Time
Wine & Spirits

By The Breeze staff

Each year, the Bel Aire 
Police Department joins law 
enforcement agencies across 
the country for the annual 
Click It or Ticket campaign to 
promote seat belt usage. 

This year’s campaign will 
take place Nov. 22 through 
28. 

The Bel Aire Police 
Department and other law 
enforcement agencies will 
be increasing traffic enforce-
ments, with additional of-
ficers on the roads in the state 
to enforce occupant protec-
tion and other traffic laws. 
The Kansas Department of 
Transportation has provided a 
grant again this year to fund 

the extra enforcement efforts.
The program is targeted 

at reducing the number of 
preventable deaths and inju-
ries that occur when unbelted 
drivers and passengers are 
involved in traffic crashes. 
Officers will be aggressively 
enforcing seat belt, child 
restraint (including seat belts 
and child passenger safety 

seats), speed and impaired 
driving violations.

The Thanksgiving Day 
holiday falls during the Click 
It or Ticket campaign and 
with additional travelers on 
the road, it’s imperative to 
follow Kansas traffic laws, 
authorities said.

A Special Traffic Enforce-
ment Program (STEP) grant 

provided by KDOT will allow 
extra officers to patrol the 
roads and streets in the state.

“The Kansas Department 
of Transportation is dedicated 
to traffic safety in Kansas,” 
said Bel Aire Chief John 
Daily. “Once again, they 
have provided a STEP grant, 
which will allow officers 
throughout the state addi-

tional time to spend enforc-
ing violations which often 
contribute to crashes. Nearly 
70 percent of people killed 
in traffic crashes in Kansas 
in 2008 were not properly 
restrained. It’s important to 
use safety belts and child 
restraints, as they are your 
best protection should you be 
involved in a crash.”

Bel Aire part of Click It or Ticket campaign

�����������������
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������������������������������ Dessert & drinks included

Kechi United 
Methodist Church
4533 E. 61st North

Saturday, Nov. 6
4:30pm to 7:30pm

Adults: $9
Children 4 to 11: $4
3 and under: Free

Annual Turkey Dinner
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Christ Lutheran Church
Sunday service times are 

8:45 and 11 a.m. worship and 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School. 

The church is located at 5356 
N. Hillside (53rd North and 
Hillside) across from Heights 
High School. 

Find the church online at 
www.christ-lutheran.org; e-mail 
office@clc.kscoxmail.com. Call 
the office at 744-1242 for more 
information.

Church of the 
Resurrection

Church of the Resurrection 
(Roman Catholic) is located 
at 4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel 
Aire.

Masses for the Lord’s Day 
are Saturday at 5:30 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
Weekday Masses are 8 a.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday; also at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday. 

Resurrection Catholic 
School has students from pre-
school through eighth grade. 

The parish/school Web site 
is www.resurrectionwichita.
com. Phone number is 744-
2776. Rev. Sherman A. Orr is 
the pastor.

Community Bible 
Chapel

The church is located at 
4551 Auburn, south of 45th 
North between Oliver and 
Woodlawn, in Bel Aire. 

Worship service and break-
ing of the bread are at 9 a.m., 
with Bible study and Sunday 
school at 10:30 on Sundays.

Wednesday evening, prayer 
and Bible study are at 7 p.m. 

For more information, call 
Melvan Adair at 744-7091.

Crossroads 
Friends Church

Crossroads Friends Church 
meets at Stucky Middle School 
(east from 45th North and 
Hillside) at 10:30 a.m. every 
Sunday.

We have a newly rede-
signed Crossroads Kids and 

Crossroads Cribs ministry 
areas. We also have contem-
porary music, relevant Bible 
teaching and a laid-back, 
friendly atmosphere.

Lead pastor is David Nor-
man and associate pastor is 
Jeff Mullen. 

Call the church office at 
361-0407 or visit it online at 
www.crossroadswichita.com.

Fairmount United 
Church of Christ

A community church 
located at 1605 Fairmount in 
Wichita (south of WSU main 
entrance).

Rev. Dr. Monte Graven-
stein, interim minister, leads 
Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible study begins at 
9:30. Children’s church and 
nursery are at 10:30. For more 
information, call 682-1597 or 
visit at www.fairmountuccc.
org.

Gospel Assembly Church
Located at 4230 N. Oliver 

in Bel Aire, service times are 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday. 
Bible study is 7 p.m. Mon-
day. Prayer service is 7 p.m. 
Tuesday. Praise and worship is 
7 p.m. Wednesday. 

Phone number is 744-1502. 
Rev. Gary D. Green is the 
pastor. 

Greenwich United 
Methodist Church

Sunday worship service is 
at 9 a.m. Fellowship and cof-
fee following the service.

Pastor Natalie can be 
reached at 773-2300 or 744-
0203.

Pastor Natalie is at the 
church Thursdays from 5:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Free coffee and donuts 
Thursday mornings from 5:30 
to 9 a.m.

Monterrey dinner Nov. 6 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Visit the church online at 
Grenwichksumc.org.

The church is located about 

a mile south of K-254 on 
Greenwich Road.

Kechi United 
Methodist Church

Located at 4533 E. 61st 
North in Kechi, the Rev. 
Guy E. Rendoff is the pastor. 
Church phone number is 744-
1221, its website is www.ke-
chiumc.org and its e-mail ad-
dress is kechiumc@hotmail.
com.

Sunday praise band and  
worship are at 9:03 a.m. Sun-
day school is at 10. Worship 
is at 11.

The church is collecting 
18-ounce jars of peanut butter 
and tuna fish for the United 
Methodist Open Door Food 
Ministry.

Park City Church 
of the Nazarene

Sunday school for all 
ages is at 9:30 a.m. Worship 
and children’s church are at 

10:45. The church is located 
at 2100 E. 61st North in Park 
City. Wednesday Bible study 
for adults begins with sand-
wiches and chips at 6:15 p.m.

Pine Valley 
Christian Church

Located at 5620 E. 21st 
North. Sunday school is at 9 
a.m. with worship at 10:15. 
For more information call 
685-2421.

True Life Church
True Life Church is a 

new church that officially 
launched 10/10/10 at 10:10 
a.m. 

True Life Church meets at 
Circle Greeenwich Elemen-
tary (Just north of K-96 on 
Greenwich Road). Arrive 
early for coffee, juice and 
donuts. Let the kids explore 
the TLC Kids Zone; there is 
something for all kids from 
birth through 5th grade. True 

Life Church has gospel-cen-
tered contemporary music 
and biblical messages de-
livered by lead pastor Norm 
Duncan. 

For more information, 
call 978-9292 or visit www.
experienceTLC.com. 

University United
Methodist Church 

Located across from the 
Wichita State University 
campus at 21st and Yale. 

Sunday activities include 
adult and youth educational 
classes at 9:15 a.m., tradi-
tional service at 10:30 and 
youth group activities from 4 
to 6 p.m. 

E-mail uumc2220@uumc.
net; phone 686-6765. Rev. 
Phil Shull is the pastor. 

Send your church’s upcom-
ing events and service times 
to legals@arkvalleynews.com 
or call 755-0821.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS

18 For Rent

Apartments for rent. Now accept-
ing applications. 1 and 2 bedroom 
low-income apartments available for 
age 62+. EHO, Kidron, Inc. 316-284-
2900.

Bel Aire Breeze 
Classified Ads

Call Teresa 755-0821 
by Nov. 26

CLASSIFIED ADS

65th North and Oliver
Kechi

New Housing Development
Homes $160,000 to $300,000

Will build to suit
Model Homes open every Sunday 2-4

Arletha Farrell
(316) 636-2323 
(316) 755-0855

 $63.99 per month ($150 monthly value)
Membership includes:
• No Enrollment Fee (I will pay it)
• Unlimited  tanning  
• Unlimited UV-FREE (Versa Spa)
• Unlimited Fitness at Just Ladies Fitness
• Three month freeze option
• 10% off At The Beach purchases
• Auto draft available
• Extended Hours
• Five local locations
• 50+ National locations
• Would make a great gift

If interested contact by phone or email
316-993-3171 after 5:00 p.m. 

or leave message
e.fairbank@yahoo.com

At the beach
just ladies fitness

By Matt Heilman 

With previous experience as 
a fiscal analyst with the Wichita 
Police Department, Michelle 
Meyer has brought her skills to 
Bel Aire City Hall as the city’s 
new finance director. 

The role was previously 
filled by former Assistant City 
Manager Matt Stiles, who left 
Bel Aire in September to ac-
cept the full-time position of 
city administrator for South 
Hutchinson. 

Meyer, who holds a master’s 

degree in public administration 
from Wichita State University, 
had classes with Stiles. Her 
degree contains facets of public 
finance, she said. 

Meyer said when she saw the 
opening for the position of Bel 
Aire’s financial director; she fig-

ured “it couldn’t hurt to apply.” 
With challenges ahead 

working with Bel Aire’s bud-
get, Meyer said she brings a 
broad financial background and 
efficiency in finding new and 
improved ways to operate that 
should serve her well at City 

Hall. 
She said she has a lot to 

learn, but is enjoying the experi-
ence working for Bel Aire so 
far. Meyer’s first day at City 
Hall was Oct. 4. 

“So far, I’ve worked well 
with people,” she said. 

Bel Aire welcomes new finance director

Meyer

By The News staff

Several Bel Aire residents 
participated in the Prairie Fire 
races Oct. 10 in Wichita.

In the marathon, Scott 
Ramser, 41, was 123rd with 
3:47.42, Jennifer Garrett, 40, 
was 276th in 4:18.35).

Bel Aire residents in the 
half marathon (their places 
and their times) were Doug 
Johnson, 53, (56, 1:35.48), 
Mark Thome, 37, (190, 
1:47.40), Brent Melroy, 30, 
(276, 1:51.40), Brian Doom, 
34, (443, 1:58.30), Michael 
Carper, 51, (581, 2:03.43), Sid 
Collatie, 45, (739, 2:08.00), 
Andrew Shepherd, 30, (1,042, 
2:19.04), Ted Snodgrass, 49, 
(1,062, 2:20.07), Monica 
Kruse, 33, (1,215, 2:26.23), 
Melanie Traschinski, 28, 
(1,258, 2:29.00), Kelly 
Looney, 54, (1,438, 2:42.02), 
Bonnie Walker, 53, (1,523, 
2:55.58).

In the 5K, Micah 
Labrayere, 13, of Bel Aire, 
placed second in the male 

13-15 age group with a 
time of 19:22. He was 11th 
overall. David Roush, 35, of 
Bel Aire, placed first in the 
male 35-39 age group with a 

time of 20:03. He was 14th 
overall. David Brauner, 43, 
of Bel Aire, placed second 
in the male 40-44 age group 
with a time of 23:11. He was 

56th overall. The overall male 
winner’s time was 15:58. The 
overall female winner’s time 
was 19:24.

Others from Bel Aire who 

ran the 5K (and their place 
and time) were Sarah Myose, 
12, (119, 26:00), Doug 
Hanna, 27, (125, 26:10), Julie 
Belcher, 38, (345, 32:02), 

Lela Schrott, 41, (346, 32:03), 
Traci Colliatie, 44, (469, 
35:23), Dezert Abrams, 32, 
(617, 43:29) and Anna Hess, 
54, (620, 44:00).

Bel Aire runners do well at Prairie Fire

The Bel Aire Senior Cen-
ter has collected more than 
400 recipes from area senior 
center members, their fami-
lies and friends and compiled 
the recipes into a cookbook. 

The cookbook, called 
“What’s Cookin’ in the 
Neighborhood,” will go on 
sale in mid-November. 

Cookbooks may be pur-
chased from any member of 
the Bel Aire Senior Center 
Advisory Board, senior 
director Rick Eberhard or at 
the front office of Bel Aire 
City Hall. 

All proceeds will go back 
into the community, pos-
sibly to purchase American 
flags to display on light posts 

along Bel Aire’s main roads. 
For more information, 

contact Eberhard at 744-
2451, extension 121, e-mail 
reberhard@belaireks.gov or 
stop by the Senior Center of-
fice at City Hall from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays. 

†††
The University of Kansas 

Alumni Association and KU 
Endowment will honor area 
students at 7 p.m. Nov. 8 at 
the Wichita State University 
Eugene M. Hughes Metro 
complex.The students will be 
recognized for the academic 
achievements and named 
Kansas Honor Scholars.

Area students include: 

Sarah Grimm, Matthew Ron-
ald McKernan, and Margaret 
Seiler from Bishop Carroll 
High School; Jacob Ewers, 
Seamus Bann, Matthew Lou-
is, Kelly Pham, David Auer, 
Erin Coulter, Jennifer Rider 
and Chris Wierman from 
Kapaun Mount Carmel High 
School; Rebekah Miller and 
Tahlia Pope from Northeast 
Magnet High School; George 
Swartzendruber from Sunrise 
Christian Academy; Rachel 
Vogler, Charles Welch and 
Louisa Wood from Trinity 
Academy; Amanda John-
son, Troy Gurney, and Han 
Tu from Wichita Collegiate 
School; Shelby Davis, 
Lauren Diec, Emily English, 

Amanda Erwin, Marcus 
Florez, Justine Floyd, Sarah 
Foster, Audre Frazier, Haley 
Geer, Katherine George, 
Jolene Gilkey, Luke Gilstrap, 
Makenzie Grimes, Aschlyn 
Heptig, Ashlyn Hermann, 
Hillary Hunsinger, Caitlin 
Mauk, Jenna McCollum, 
Andrea Moyer, Cale Moyer, 
Amanda Neuenswander, 
Jodi Nguyen, Kristen Ochs, 
Thao Pham, Rachel Proffitt, 
Emmeshia Russell, Anthony 
Shaw, Juliahna Stockham, 
Samantha Tilson, Allison 
Totty, Sarakida Toy and Han-
nah Tritschler from Wichita 
Heights High School; David 
Amstutz, Audra Bryant, 
Kelley Courington, Hape 

Faflick, Lauren Graber, Saira 
Hernandez, Salman Husain, 
Luci Orsi, Maikhoi Pham, 
Emily Provencher, Wei Shi, 
Senda Vu, Ellery Wadman-
Goetsch, Jennifer Wiebe 
and Eric Yang from Wichita 
High School East; Claire 
Frederick, Andrew Furry, 
Lydia Harris, Dorree Hicks, 
Rosibel Huerta, Tiphany 
Lynch, Yaizmin Martinez, 
Y Ngo, Brittany Roberts, 
Nicole Shaw, Hannah Silver-
thorne, McKenzie Strother 
and Jeffrey Wherritt from 
Wichita High School North; 
Linda Mai, Huynhmy Phan, 
Karson Record and Lily Tay 
from Wichita High School 
Southeast.

HIGHLIGHTS



By Matt Heilman 

Not much dirt has moved in 
the Tierra Verde development 
in Bel Aire, but the last several 
months have been encouraging 
for local architect Paul Cavan-
naugh.

In the spring of 2009, 
former schoolteacher Terrie 
Grillot purchased 77 acres of 
land from the City of Bel Aire 
near 47th North along Webb 
Road.

About nine months before 
the purchase, Grillot, president 
of Tierra Verde Development 
Co. LLC, introduced ideas for 
a multimillion-dollar develop-
ment.

Cavannaugh, who became 
Grillot’s partner with Tierra 
Verde, said the development 
started in 2008 with Grillot’s 
idea to bring a $14 million 
health and wellness spa to 20 
acres. The spa will serve as a 
surgical recovery center. From 
there, Cavannaugh said he 
convinced Grillot to buy more 
land than she needed, optimis-
tic that there’d be plenty of 
interested builders and busi-
ness owners. The economic 
downturn didn’t help as Tierra 
Verde’s development was 
slowed.

Grillot purchased the acre-
age from Bel Aire shortly be-
fore the downturn hit the area.

“The financial structure 
has just changed immensely,” 
Cavannaugh said.

For about a year, most of 
the discussion among Bel Aire 
city staff and council members 
has focused on the city’s own 
development and the benefit 
of bringing two new USD 259 
schools to the community.

But about nine months ago, 
Tierra Verde got a much-need-
ed shot in the arm.

“We’ve had really exciting 
progress actually,” Cavan-
naugh said in September. 
“We’ve been really encour-

aged by some of the people 
showing interest.”

Among those contracted to 
build in Tierra Verde is a group 
called The Energy Tunnel, 
which recently purchased a 
parcel of land in the develop-
ment. Cavannaugh said the 
group is looking to build a 
prototype for an alternative en-
ergy generator on three acres. 

The acreage sits on a rail 
line, which Cavannaugh said is 
a major benefit for the Energy 
Tunnel if the prototype is ac-
cepted and the group expands 
its operation in Tierra Verde.

Cavannaugh said five 
parcels of ground have sold 
in Tierra Verde. In September, 
developers had four letters of 
intent from clients. The first 
three parcels sold to get the 
ball rolling were for the surgi-
cal recovery center, organic 
gardens and a sports complex, 
consisting of baseball, softball 
and soccer fields.

There are also plans to build 
a facility for Butler County 
Community College at Tierra 
Verde, Cavannaugh said. More 
development ideas are in the 
works, picking up steam with 
progress finally happening in 
the development.

The parcels sold so far are 
part of Phase 1, which encom-
passes 77 acres. 

Cavannaugh said there are 
three phases planned for Tierra 
Verde. The second and third 
phases will total more than 
150 acres.

Besides the three phases, 
Cavannaugh said he sees a 
major upside for development 
with the proposed 800-acre in-
dustrial park near Tierra Verde 
between Greenwich and Webb.

Cavannaugh admits he 

can’t pinpoint why the interest 
in Tierra Verde has heated up 
while most commercial devel-
opments continue to struggle. 
He said one of the draws could 
be the development’s dedica-
tion to build green, making 
buildings meet LEED (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environ-
ment Design) certification.

Cavannaugh said building 
green doesn’t have to result 
in spiked construction costs. 
He said energy efficiency can 
be reached with inexpensive 
and common-sense practices, 
such as constructing build-
ings with recycled materials.

In late October, he said a 
group of investors was being 
formed to purchase and de-
velop single family homes to 
the north of the development 
near 53rd North, using “a 
lot of sustainable, recycled 
materials.” 

The five parcels sold in 
the south division are enough 
to start infrastructure in 
Tierra Verde, Cavannaugh 
said. The City of Bel Aire 
has $3 million dedicated to 
Tierra Verde’s infrastructure, 
but developers had to meet 
guidelines, reaching a set 
mark on land sales or pre-
senting a $500,000 letter of 
credit before infrastructure 
could begin. 

In late October, Cavan-
naugh said construction 
on roads and streets at the 
development should begin 
“very soon.” 

“The way the first phase 
is clipping along here all of 
a sudden. Probably in the 
next two years or so, we’ll 
be moving on to the next 
phase,” he said.

Raymonda Harris
Raymonda Mae “Ronnie” 

Harris, sister of Jean Snyder 
of Bel Aire, 79, died Oct. 10, 
2010. 

Ronnie was born Decem-
ber 14, 1930, in Stafford, to 
John Raymond and Ruthie 
Mae Waples Claypool. She 
attended the Stafford school 
system. She was employed 
by Crocker Anglo Bank and 
later became an antiques 
dealer in Folsom and Palm 
Springs, Calif. She retired in 
2004. 

On June 11, 1955, she 
married Rocky B. Harris 
in Sacramento, Calif. They 
resided in El Dorado Hills 
and Palm Springs, Calif. for 
50 years before moving to 
Wichita in 2005. She had 
two daughters, Susan Col-
leen Marcott of Wichita and 
Victoria Lynn Breshears of 
Sacramento. Ronnie also had 
two grandsons, Rocky Mar-
shall Breshears and Nathan-
iel Raymond Breshears. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and a brother, 
Jimmy Ray Claypool. Sur-
vivors include her husband, 
Rocky; two daughters and a 
son-in-law,  Susan Marcott 
of Wichita and Victoria and 
James Breshears of Sac-
ramento; two grandsons, 
Rocky Breshears and Na-
thaniel Breshears of Sacra-
mento; one brother, Gerald 
“Jerry” Claypool of Stafford; 
two sisters, Jean Snyder of 
Bel Aire, and Linda Vande-
venter of Tahlequah, Okla.; 
and many nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

The funeral was Oct. 20, 
2010 at Cornerstone Mortu-
ary of Wichita.

Jeanne Razak
Jeanne Marie Razak,  61, 

died Oct. 16, 2010. 
She was preceded in death 

by her parents, Ken and Lil-
lian McCall Razak.

She is survived by nieces, 
Maria and Mark Keil of Bel 

Aire; Stephanie and Geoff 
Coleman of Alpharetta, Ga.; 
a sister and brother-in-law, 
Nancy Louise and Denis 
Symes, of Vienna, Va.; great-
nephew and niece, Ashton 
and Ella Coleman; uncles, 
Nevell Razak, of Parker, 
Colo., and Danny Razak, 
of Abilene; aunts, Thelma 

Davis, of Newton, and Eula 
Megli, of Evansville, Ind.

Memorial service was 
Oct. 20, 2010 at Downing & 
Lahey Mortuary East. 

A memorial has been 
established with The Arc of 
Sedgwick County, 2919 W. 
Second, Wichita 67203-5319. 
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Auctions with Action
We Make it Happen

Largest Watercraft Auction 
in the Midwest — 

1st Sat. of each month
6460 N. Broadway
Wichita KS 67219

(316) 744-9950
newcomauction.com

DEATHS

Perfect Fit 
Alterations

Fast,
Professional,
Affordable

Yong Baker, 
Seamstress
2616 E. Elk Run Ct.

Park City, KS
316-744-0003

Bierocks

1303 E. 61st N. • Kechi
806-9442

828 W. 11th N. • Wichita
204-1435

11am-7pm Mon-Sat
12pm-6pm Sunday

New item bierock 
with bacon added!!

Receive $1 off total 
purchase with this ad.

Welcome!
     9:45 • Sunday School (youth/adult)
8:45 • Service w/Comm. every Sun.

11:00 • Traditional Service 
with Communion 1st & 3rd Sun.

53rd North & Hillside, Wichita
744-1242 • www.christ-lutheran.org

Christ 
Lutheran 

Church ELCA

By Matt Heilman

On Oct. 14, a grand-opening 
event complete with refresh-
ments and a live band intro-
duced Central Park’s newest 
addition to the public. The Land-
ing, located three-quarters of a 
mile north of the intersection of 
45th North and Rock Road, has 
five completed homes that were 
introduced Oct. 14; two avail-
able homes and three models. 

The homes were part of the 
first phase of The Landing. 

Richelle Knotts, new 
homes sales manager with J.P. 
Weigand, said “some good 
prospects” visited The Landing 
Oct. 14. 

“We just needed to get the 
exposure out and let people 
know that we’re here,” Knotts 
said. 

The homes in the first phase 
of The Landing were listed be-
tween $150,000 and $200,000. 

Key development 
seeing progress

The marketing effort to draw visitors to The Landing’s Oct. 14 open house in-
cluded refreshments and a live and. The five homes on display Oct. 14 are in the 
$150,000 to $200,000 range. 

Landing opens 
in Central Park

Real estate professionals and the general public vis-
ited The Landing addition in Central Park Oct. 14. Five 
ranch-style homes in the addition have been built as 
part of The Landing’s first phase. 

Photos by Matt Heilman

Alternative energy firm part of first phase


